THE AGE OF EXPLORATION

Now is the time, now is the precious hour:

A clean, new morning dawns upon the beach:
That new day's light is nearly in my reach -
The light of freedom, and of freedom's power.

All you who went before me, sisters all:

Your sons and husbands charted the unknown;
You were those fixed ones who stayed at home -
Who never learned to fly nor learned to fall.

Or if you went in ships you never were

The captain who sets course through mighty seas.
Though few are captains, still we can be free

To seek our vision, and that vision's prayer.

Now dawns upon the world, now comes that hour
When we - as women - find our voice, our power.

Margaret Hardy

This is the voice of an unnamed, contemporary young woman.
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