
                      MATOAKA

Matoaka to her husband, John Rolfe:

John, taken from my people I became
A thing far different than I was before:
The casual victim of a larger war;
They baptized me, and gave me a new name.

At nineteen years I married you, my dear,
With blessings from my father and your chief.
Our life together melted my old grief,
And peace between our peoples did appear.

We sailed for England when our son was born:
I was received with honor by the King.
Each bell within the kingdom seemed to ring
To welcome me, a princess, on that morn.

In England now I lie in Gravesend ground:
One world was lost to me, another found.

Matoaka (1595?-1617) is the original Native American name of the woman we know as Pocahontas.  
After being received as royalty by the king, she died on the eve of her return to Virginia, and was 
buried in the parish graveyard in Gravesend, England.

Margaret Hardy
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