WITHDRAWAL OF LIGHT
Elizabeth I to her Favourite:

I was the Queen, the fixed star of my age,
And all around me moved as round the sun.
Yes, other women shone, but only one
Stood at the very center of the stage.

I sent you off to Ireland to subdue

The Irish rabble under Hugh O'Neill.

You turned against me, and your act revealed
A treachery so great that light withdrew,

And I stood darkened - I, the Queen of Light
Who once sent Drake to navigate the earth,
In whom the praise of poets found its birth -
My light extinguished, and day entered night.

Now you are dead, and all my glory gone:
The day is nighttime, and the queen - a pawn.

Margaret Hardy

In 1601, Elizabeth (1533-1603) ordered the beheading of Robert Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex,
after he repeatedly defied her.
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